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Mutual Recognition Agreement

Agreement on Labour Mobility

for Land Surveyors

in Canada

Between

The Association of Newfoundland Land Surveyors,

The Association ofNova Scotia Land Surveyors,

The Association ofPrince Edward Island Land Surveyors,

The Association ofNew Brunswick Land Suneyors,

L'Ordre des arpenteurs-g6omitres du Qu6bec,

The Associ.tiotr of Otrtario Land Surveyors,

The Association of Manitoba Land Surveyors,

The Saskatchewan Land Surveyors Association,

The Alberta Land Surveyors' Association,

The Association ofBritish Columbia Latrd Surveyors, and

The Association of Canada Lands Survevors.

1.0 Purpose

We, the undersigned, enter into this Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) in order to

comply with our obligations lmder the Agreement on Intemal Trade (AIT), Chapter 7

(Labour Mobiliq/). The pupose of this MRA is to establish the conditions under which a

Land Surveyor who is licensed in one Canadian jurisdiction will have his,her

qualilications recognized in all other Caladian jurisdictions that are signatory to this

Agreement.
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2.0 Definitions

Terms which are defined in this section are in bold itqlics \there lhey dppeal in the text oJ

the documenL ils sched les, ol ttilhifi other definitions.

Academic Qualifications - Thrl academic requirements or rccognized cquivalents

required by thc lroae association pior to sitting ajurisdictional examination. Academic

qualifications can be docume[ted.

Applicant - A /an d ruwelor c;Jtrcntly licetused in one or more ass ociations applying fot

a license in 2\ host associalion

Articles - A period of plactical, supervised, on-the-job tnining rcquired for initial

licensing it aL association .

Association - includes those regulatory bodies that are signatodes to this mutua1

recognition agreement.

Certilicate of Conduct - A certificate provided by d home sisociqtion to a host

associlltion ce.tifying that Lbe applicarrt is a member in good standing of the houe

aJsociu rior. (See Schedule C)

Home Association - T17e associalion or ,rssocialiorrs in which the applr:cad is currently

licensed.

Host Association - The associaliot to whj:chthe applicaht is dpplyngfor a licence.

In good standitrg - The status of a /drrd sarreJ,o. whose licence is not encumbered or

rcstricted in any way wilhin a home associalion.

Jurisdictional Examination - An examination designed to test the level of
jutisdictional Lnowledge. (See Schedule B)
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Jurisdictional Knowledge - Specific topics ofsurvey knowledge that are j urisdictionally

unique. (See Schedule A)

Land Surveyor - Any person lieensed by ai ossociatiat or, in the case of the

Association of Canada Lands Surveyors, /iceased to practice land surveying.

Licence/License/Licensed/Licetrsing - Having the exclusive right to practice cadastral

land surveying in a Canadian j udsdiction.

3.0 Terms and Conditions

3.1 WHEREAS the associatioks support the objectives of the Labour Mobility

Chapter of the Ageement on Intemal Trade, and a$ee that it is in the interest of

their members and of the general public that land suNeyofi have access to

employment opportunities in thei prol'essiotr throughout Canada;

3 .2 WHEREAS it is further agreed and rmderstood that threshold levels of

competence iI1 the practice of land surveying are established, maintained and

upheld by the assaciafirrrs to prctect the public, and that there are different paths

fot land. sufleyors to achieve those levels;

3.3 WHEREAS this mutual recognition agreement does nol modiry the authodty of

each rs,rocr',aha, to set standards and rcquirements;

3.4 WIIEREAS there is a recognition of the basic premise of mutual tust among

l,s,saciar,brrs with respect to theil ,rterrsit g decisions;

Mut al Re.oeniti.'n A sreement Labout Mobilinj fot La d Sun.yots in C dnada
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3.5 WHEREAS the associalions have determined that there is a high level of

commonality with respect to:

. the theshold le\.els of competence for the practice of land surveying;

o prol'essional st{rndards and erhics:

. scope ofpractice among lattd sutreyors;

. having complaints and disciplinary procedures in place;

. requirements for ilittltal licensing, giver, that all associations currentll require,

- equivalent levels of acadetfiic qualiJicdtion;

- successlulcompletionofprofessional exami[ations;

- successl'ul completion of an atticling process, except for the Association

of Canada Lands Surveyors which requires an Alldatit of Experience dnd

Practical Trainingl

3.6 WHEREAS it is recognized that jutisdictiohal khowledge is specific to each

assrcr'aliorr's j urisdiction;

3.'l WHEREAS no associali.on will maintain or adopt any requirement for residency

in its jurisdiction as palt of its requirements fot a licence:

3.8 WHEREAS e8:ch dssociation shall ensure that any measure it adopts or

maintains, relating lo licensing of an applicont from any other association' is

competency-based and readily accessible or published aad does not result in

unnecessary delay nor impose inequitable, burdensome fees. This does not

pte\ent associatiohs fiom passing on additio&al costs to the applicant;

3.9 WHf,REAS it is recognized that lahd sarrqpfi who became license.l nndet a

previous rcgulatory prccess may not meet the current requirements for initial

liee si g lnl}'eir hone association. it is acknowledged that these individuals are

qualified and are eligible lo be applicanls;
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4.O

4.2

3.10 WHEREAS dssociations may maintain diffe ng continuing education

requirements of Lr,r/ sttlr?ars in their j urisdictions, applicanrs fot licensing will

not be required to demo[stmte compliance wjlh the host associatior'J continuing

education requirements vntil licehsedby it.

Terms of Recoqnition for Licensins

THEREFORE, based on the principles above, we the aJsocidrions agree that an

applicant ftom ar'y association shall be deemed to have met the acd.lernic

q4aliJicatiohs of aJ'y othet association;

FURTHER, we agree that in the case of the home association beirg lhe

Association of Canada Lands Surveyors, lhe applicant's Alfidatit of Erperience

and Pructical Training shall be deemed to be equivalent to the othet associaliot s'

a/ricles for the purposes of this agreementi

FURTHER, we agreeto license an applica l providedthatthe applicant:

e pays applicable fees;

o proves membershlp in good sta dittg inthe lrome associalion;

. is not the subject of any pending, o[going, or outstanding complaints or

discipline proceedings, that .elate to the competence or conduct of the

applica[t, in any home associatior, as per Agreement on lntemal Trade.

Chapter 7 (Labour Mobility), Ninth Protocol of Amendment, Articie 706, 4,

(a):

. demonsfates they meet any language rcquirement in place in ajurisdiction in

which they are applying;

. demonstrates competence in jurisdictional knowledge by successfully

completing ajalirdr:cliahal atamination ;

4.1

4.3
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4.4

4.5

. complies with any other administrative requirements normally associated with

the $anting of a licence within the host associatioh and rlot related to

academic or experie[ce aequirements;

A host ossociation may exempt ai applicar, / ftom any ofthe above requirements.

FURTHE& we agree that all associations will continue to work towards the

harmonization of acddemic qualilications.

FURTHE& we agee that all associations will u'ork to*ards cooperatively

developing and participating in a dispute resolution process to deal rvith matters

r,mder this mutual recognilion agreement.

Administration of the Asreement

Each association agrees to identiry a contact pe6on(s) for each associalion to

monitor and assess the implementation and application of the agreement within

the:n association and to participate in a group made up of all rrssociarior, contact

persons to address inquiries, disputes, or questions arising ftom the

implementation or applicalion of the agreement.

Each association agrees to give advance notice to all other associatiofls wher,

proposing modification of occupational qualifications, requirements or standards

or licersflg requirements that might aftbct the inter-provinciayterilodal mobility

of land sumel'ors. This shall be done in the manner specified in Annex 708, Part

ll ofthe Agreement on Intemal Trade.

Each association agrees to give advance notice to all other associations when

proposing to register an additional requirement for any applicarrt fiorJ' any othet

5.0

5.1

5.2

5.3
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5.4

5.7

5.5

5.6

associatioh under Article 709: Irgitimate Objectives of tlte Agreement on

Intemal I'rade.

Each association agtees that this agreement is a dynamic and evolving instument

that may be amended with the coment ofall associatio s.The associations agree

to idtiate periodic reviews ofthis agreement annually on or about the anniversary

date following endorsement of the agleement and to review the operation of the

agreement when such a request is made by one ofthe associarions.

Each associatioh agrees to give written notice to its govemment and to other

associations of its intent to withdmw from this agreement at least 12 months

before the aJ.rociorioa v/ithdraws or at the earliest possible opportuniq,. The

withdrawal will take effect 12 months after the Dotification. The notice period is

waived where the withdrawal is not within the association's contlol. Some

govemmetlts may require prior consultalion or prior approval.

Any entity that has been delegated authority to regulate land surveying by their

govemmelt nlay accede to this agreement on such terms as are ageed to by all

associaliotts.

Each association agrees to seek the necessary legislative changes from their

respective govemment if, in order to implement this agreeoert, there is a need for

such changes. Each association also agrees to scek the necessary changes to their

by-laws, and make the [ecessdy changes to their policies or procedues in order

to implement this agreement.

This agreement shall come into force on endorsement ofthe regulatory bodies.5.8
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6.0 Sisnatures of Resulatory Bodies

Regulatory bodies that exercise authority delegated by law for land surveying in Canada.

J-:v€-SIGNED this Tl- day of ,2012

The Association of Newfoundland Land Survevors
Land Sunqprs Acl 1991, chapter 37

S/GNED this day of

Carl Hartlen, President
The Association ofNoya Scotia Land Survevors
Ldfid Satveyors Acl

,S/GNED this ,r ( r da1 of -\ ., r,"

Associati<i

_{,.,...,tr ,2012

,20t2

tl Su

Ian Edwards, Presiilent

April20l2

e Edward lsland Land Survevors
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0 day of *.1n* ,2012sTGNrD this

Ed , DeSaulniers, President
The Association ofNew Brun$rick Land Sur"veyors
New Rrunswick Land Suflelors Acl

S/cNfD rhir 8 d ay of 
!44,n 

,2012

L'Ordre des arpenteurs-g6omitres du Qu6bec
Loi sD les alpe teurs-giornitres

,S/GNED this E;, day of --ir^r= ,2012

The Association of Ontar"io Land Surveyors
Sufleyo$ Act, R.5,0. 1990, Chapter 5,29

Pierre Tessier, President

Paul J. Benedict, President
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SlGhrED this /1./r t da1 ol ,/-t t tt ,2012

Donald N. Bourgeois, President
The Association of Manitoba Land Surveyors
The Land Sun'eyo$ Acl, RS.M. 1987, chapter L60

SIGNED this ,2012

Wayre
The Saskatchewatr Surveyors Association
La d Sulveyo8 at, bssional Survetors Act, S.S, 1995, chaptet L-3.1

J^r.

SIGNEDthis /# d^y ot

, P.esident
The Alberta Land Suraeyors' Association
Land Sumeyors Acl, S.A, 1981 Chdptet L-4,1

n-Lr" ,2012
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SIGNED {ur.S* ,20t2

Nigel Ilemingray. President
The Association ofBritish Columbia Land
Land Safleyo$ Act, RS.B.C. Chaptet 218

SIGNED this 5' - .lar of 3;..4 ,2012

T6treault, Executive Director and Secretary-Treasurer

AssociatioD of Catrada Lands Surveyors
Act rcspeeting Canada Lands Sur"teyols,4617 Elizabeth II' Chqplet 14

4p/il20l2



Schedule A

of the Mutual Recognition Agreement for Land Surueyors in Canada

Jurisdictional Knowledge in the Land Surveying Profession in Canada

This schedule lists specifc topics of sw'vey knowledge that are jurin^dictionally unique

and may be the subject of a jutisdictional examination in order to meet the legilb ale

objectives ofpublic otder and cofisumer prolection

Practice Issues:

Issues related to the actual practice of land surveying within the jurisdiction.

Relelft\l associdlion and jurisdictional statutes and related regulations, bylaws,

instructions, standards, and policies and guidelines, including ma[uals of good practice,

that are related to the practice of surveying within the jurisdiction, and which may
include.

. survey systems including hisloric and legal desc ption aspects for private and

Crown lands:

. standards and cdteda for both general sur'/ey pmctice and specihc sun ey
producls, as defined in legislation or associztior policy including. but not limited

to, monumentation, accuracies, field procedures, cetification and fomal;

. local sources of survey research information unique to tlte jurisdiction, such as

govemment departments or offices, databases, libraries, publications;

. land plaming and development policy, procedures and practices.

Professional Issues:

Issues related to membership in the ,os, associ'alirrrt.

Rele\ant associalion and jurisdictional statutes and rclated regulations, bylaws, policies,

and manuals of good practice, that are .elated to lanil saryqlors' rcsponsibilities to the

public, to the profession and other prol'essional bodies, and their application to
participation in the profession, and which may include,

. the autho ty for self-regulation;

. associalioh shucture including the mandate. stluctue and opemtion of Iegislated

and nonJegislated positions, committees and programs; and

o standards o1'elhics and professionalism.

Note: Terms which are specifically deiined within Section 2.0 olthe MRA are show'n in 6"/ itzrr(
within the text ofthis Schedule ofthe MRA
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Schedule B

of the Mutual Recognition Agreement for Land Surveyors in Canada

Jurisdictional Examination

This schedule contains the criteria, cokcept statefients, dei\cription and evaluatiofi
mechanisms.fot the jutbdictional exat rination which a host associatio may require oJ

an applicanl in order to detelmip cofipetence in jurisdictional knowledge.

Criteria:

' 11:€ j u r is.l ic t io,, a I e x a rnin at i o n

. must relate tojarirdiaional knowledge as defined in Schedule A ofthe MRA;

. must be compdsed ofquestions that are the same as, or substantially similar to but
no more onerous than. those imposed by the host association on its own members
as part of the nomal /r'cersrxg process;

. will result in expeditious /iceasizg ofthe applicantby lhe hosl atsociation,

. except for actual cost differentials, does not impose fees or other costs that arc
more burdensome than those imposed on its o*rr members; and

o will have requirements that are tansparent and consistently applied.

Concept Statements:

The associations recognize the following concepts with respect to the setting of a
jurkdiaional examination for an applicant:

. That afiicles arc a training tool designed for initial licensing of an individual and
a jurisdictional *ami atiot is a tesling tool desigled fot applicants ]jr,det the
MRA:

. That the associatior,s have agreed not to require or provide additioml training of
applicahtsl

r That the ctssocialions have agreed to test only juris.liclional krrowle.lge as
defired in Schedule A ofthe MRA.

Note: Terms which are specifically defined wiihin Seciion 2-0 of lhe MRA are showl n bold itolics
wiriin the text ofthis Schedule ofihe MRA-
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Description:

A jarisdictio al examirralion

. may include wdtten, including in electonic, format onlyi

. shall last no longer than four hours;

. shall be available expeditiously, defined as follows:

First Attempt:

' For the first attempt at lhe j ristliclional examination by an applicant
the examination will be available within a maximum 30 calendar days
of receiving the completed application.

Second Attempt:
. For the second attempt at lhe juiJ.lictional eyamination by an

applicant the exaaination will be available within a maximum 30
calandar days alier the appeal period for the first attempt expires, or if
the right to appeal is wailedby the applicah, withir a maximum 30
calendar days of receiving the notice of waiving the right to appeal.

Third and Subsequent Attemptsi
. For the third and subsequent attempts at the jutisdiclional exaninatioh

by dn dpplicant therc will be waiting period of 90 days after the appeal
period for the previous attempt expires, or ifthe right to appeal is

waivedby the applicdrrl90 calendar days alier receiving the notice of
waiving the right to appeal. ar.d the jarisdictional atamiaation will be

available at the time of the next regular sitti[g of the host association's
enkance examinations after the waiting period.

Evaluation Mechanisms:

A pass for a jurisdi.:tiorral exahihation is as defined within the ,osl associatiotu for
initial licensing professional examinations.

If the hosl arsociatiofu detemites that an applicant does not have the required level of
jutisdictiondl khot ledge to successfully complete the requirements then expe ence may
be the way to gain that knowledge. The onus is on lhe applicat t to gain the required
knowledge by whatev$ means he or she chooses. The onus is not on the ,asl
association to deflr,e a pe od ortype oftraining although the /rrsl association fiay make
recommendations.

Note: Terms which are specifically defined within
within the texl ofthis Schedule ofthe MRA.

Apr 2a12
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Schedule C

of the Mutual Recognition Agreement for Land Surveyors in Canada

This schedule contains a ceftiJicale of coruluc, to be provided by a hothe associdlioh to a
host associatioh certifying that the app licanl is a ,J'embet in good standing of ll'r,e ho re

Certificate of Conduct

This Certificate ofConducl is 1o be completed by the Registmr, or designate" ofthe ionre
qssociatio on behalf of a land surveyor, who has applied to be a land surveyor in a ,as1
association tbronphlhe Agreement orl Intemal Trade.

Home Association:

Host Associaiion:

Applicant Full
Name:
Commission/
License #:

Date of
Issuance:

Current Status or
Standine:
Does this applicant have any rcstictions or conditions ofpractice imposed on them m
the Home Association:

Name of ladividual
Completing this Form:
Title oflndividual
Completins this Fom:
Signature of lndividual
Completing this FoIm:

Date:

Note: Terms which are specificaily defined within Section 2.0 ofthe MRA are shown n bold italics
wirhin the text ofthis Schedule olrhe Mn.A.
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